A Different Way to Pray
Mothers’ union members were treated to a different way to pray during June with the organising of two Diocesan Pray Walks at Neston, on the Wirral and at Gawsworth near Macclesfield. 
Led by our Diocesan Chaplain, Revd. James Ambrose around 16 members attended a DVD plus talk on the church of St. Mary & St. Helen supported by Revd. Alan Dawson the rector.  We viewed the Viking stones displayed within the church as evidence of an early settlement in the area found when re-ordering the church building and walked about a mile stopping at different locations to pray and reflect and give thanks to God for his creation around us before reaching the sister Church of St. Thomas at Parkgate a former Congregational and then Presbyterian Chapel eventually becoming a Church of England place of worship from 1910.  
 At Gawsworth, Bishop Willie (William Pwaisiho OBE Hon. Assist Bishop of Chester) and his wife welcomed 22 members before going on our prayer walk around the Lake at Gawsworth Hall. The owners invited us into the Hall gardens, where James led our prayers reflecting on God’s grace, which keeps us forever young in spirit.  Our prayer walk finished at the church of St James the Great, which features a 15th Century tower and a nave roof, barrel beam in design supporting a Rood.  The church also houses monuments in the Chancel near the altar to four generations of the Fitton family previous owners of the Hall.   Our walks and prayers in brilliant sunshine and our talks and reflections on the Church buildings and the many contributions made by the people who lived there to the life and community of these churches was an inspiration and a refreshment for those that came.
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